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Prayer for Relief

Lawyers flooded with work following lift of
statute of limitations in church sex abuse cases

By Pam Smith
RECORDER STAFF WRITER

hen California last year gave adults
who were allegedly sexnally abused
by clergy members as children one

year 1o file otherwise time-barred
civil suils against churches. 4 surge of business hit
lawyers® offices.

More than 60 plaintiffs filed complaints against
the San Francisco archdiocese in 2003, and attor-
neys from the Bay Area to St Paul, Mina,, anc
working on the cases,

Some had never been involved in a case alleging
sexunl abuse by clergy. Othérs have been handling
such cases for years but saw thar business swell in
2003,

“There was a significant increase in the number
of priest abuse cases 1 had last year,” said Michael
Meadows of Walnut Creek’s Casper, Meadows &
Schwartz, who filed his first case apainst a diocese
in the early 1990s.

The financial stakes can be high for the clients as
well as their lvwyers.

The archdiocese’s lead defense firm in the cases,
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]udge arrested for
soliciting prostitution

By Jahna Barry
RECORDER STAFF WRITER

OARLAND — Alameda County Supenor Court Judge
Jackson Gifford was charged wiath seliciting prostitution on
l-'r:d.::-' after his arrest in a F||:|1|.'r' sling "."r'[':||'n,-li.;j.;|:,

Chifford will be arraigned on the misdemeanor charge March
19, court documents say

According to police repons from the videotaped sting oper-
atiom, the To-year-old judge, who presides in the Wiley W
Muanupe| Courthouses in Cakland, was driving on S5an Pablo As
enwe in fus gold Cadillac Northstar on Wednesday evening. He
pulled up 1o a female police decoy standing on the comer of
san Pablo and Brockhurst 51

Do ¥ou wani a date™" she asked, :n.'-r-.'-nllu_u' i the rejpert

“veah,” Gifford replied

You got a place o goT

“Yeah, My house.”

“Ckay, Where's that™

“Cher by Lake Memin.”

“What do you '.'\-.|||.I' A hlow job ™ she nsked

"Half and half," the judge said, referring to the street pari-
ance for half oral sex and half regular sex

[he decoy said that it would cost the judge 540 and direcied
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Supremes will bite into
commercial speech case

By Mike McKes
RECORDER STAFF WHITER

After the owners of family-run Gerawan Farming Inc. spent
years and milhons of dollars developing a premium plum
cialled the Prima, they wanted to devoie a
good portion of their advertising dollars to
it promotion

B, instead, some of that money was re
quired to go to the California Plum Marke
ing Board for generic ads proclaiming that
all the state’s plums are high quality, The
lolks at Gerawan, o 46-year-old orchard ou
side Fresno, felt that not only helped iheir

compebitors, but also wviolaied therr sate
: T ; WANBLAN
free-speech nghts

On Tuesday, Gerawan's lawyers go before the E'll Orn
supreme Courl seeking the J.'|'||.'||.'.|||.' O e BT B p

pellate ruling holding that, while compelled funding |I||I 'l A

olate the company's First Amendment rights, it infringed it

commercial speech rights under the California Constitution
In particular, ihe appeal court held that the state had no pub
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Griminal Law and Frocedure

m PEUPLE v. ANNIN: Seax offender siolated registration e by

Tailing 10 report new “sddmss™ o "locaticn” whils stadr g in

meafeds of with friands while outoftslate, A 188
u PFEOPLE v. SALES: Defend: dant's corditicnal threat (o st
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n WEHETEH v. WODDFORD: Retroaciiee applicaticn
~alifarnia Supreme Court's eonstruction of two statutory deatt
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